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entirely opposed to its modem practice rooted in birth, prestige
and privilege, and he proclaims the all-inclusive character
of Hinduism.

Swami Vivekananda, the apostle of modern Hindu
thought, accepts the challenge of the west, establishes the
universality of the Vedanta and invites the world to share
in its innate hospitality. The Vedas embody the eternal truths
of spiritual life and the practice of svadharma and form the
fountain from which the founders of religions draw their
inspiration. The sacred books of the world are but pages in
the reading of the Infinite, and God's book is not yet finished,
The theme of the Vedanta is the discovery of the One without
a second, which exists by Itself and explains all things. It
recognizes the play of the Infinite in the finite and insists on
the solidarity of human life. The Infinite is not in the
muscle or the machine^ but is the eternal Atman by know-
ing which everything else is known. Religion is not in
dogma or doctrines, but in the realization of the Atman.
The Vedanta begins with the external and the personal and
ends with the internal and the universal. It is a progress
from truth to higher truth, till the highest is realized. The
Vedanta teaches the infinity and divinity of man. Men are not
weaklings born in sin and suffering, but are the children of
immortal bliss. The oneness of the Ahnan is the eternal
sanction of morality and provides for true brotherhood and
love. The yogas are independent means to mukti though
their starting points may vary. The theory of istam affords
the fullest and freest scope for the choice of one's
religion.  The idea of renunciation is the very basis of
Vedantic experience. The west tries to solve the problem
of 'on how much a man can live', but the east 'on how little
a man can live \ India really lives in the cottages and the